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the one who had invented wise, laws, said to him :
" If ever, brother, we are restored to liberty, seeing you think as I do, you shall help me to persuade the citizens that they ought to set up above them the empire of just laws."
But the holy man Giovanni answered him :
cc What matter for Justice being in the Laws, if it is not in men's hearts ? And if men's hearts are unjust, what gain shall it be that Equity reign in the Courts of Law ?
" Say not, * We will stablish just laws, and we will render to every man what is his due,' For no one is just, and we know not what is meet for men. We are no less ignorant what is good for them and what is evil. And whensoever the Princes of the People and the Chiefs of the Commonwealth have loved Justice, they have caused the slaying of many folk.
" Give not the compass and the level to the false measurer ; for with true instruments, he will make untrue apportionments. And he will say : c See, I carry on me the level, the rule and the square, and I am a good measurer.' So long as men shall be covetous and cruel, will they make the most merciful laws cruel, and will rob their brethren with words of love on their lips. This is why it is vain to reveal to them the words of love and the laws of gentleness.